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Political and Religious Aspects of Mountain Cults in the Hidden Valley of
Khenbalung: Tradition, Decline and Revitalization

Hildegard Diemberger Nyingbo—Gyal
(authored by Hildegard Diemberger, director of Mongolia and Inner Asia Institute, Cambridge University; translated by
Nyingbo-Gyal, associate professor, School of Foreign Languages, Qinghai Minzu University)

Abstract: This paper interprets the mountain cults in the Hidden Valley of Khenbalung located between Kharta
in Tibetan Autonomous Region and Arun in eastern Nepal, and the political and religious aspects of the cults. Taking
the tradition of mountain cults, the reasons which brought its decline, and its revitalized form in the new political and
social context as the research object, the current research argues that the Hidden Valley of Khenpalung echoes the
ancient Tibetan cultural tradition, and this is a result of a combination of factors, namely, the interplay between different
traditions, the changes in space and time, and the communications between the state and international agencies. This
paper also analyzes the influence of the relationship between geography and religion on local residents and political
organizations.The current research is based on the combination of fieldwork and historical documents analysis, with the
inspiration of interpretive anthropological research methods.
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