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New Exploration into the Rise and Fall of Gangpo Nanang, the Birthplace
of the Karma Kagyu Sect

Paldor

( Professor and doctoral supervisor at the College of Chinese Language and

Literature, Southwest Minzu University.)

Abstract: The Gangpo Sacred Site, one of the eight valleys of Gangpo Snow Mountain, is considered as a sacred

practice site for saint Music Vajra. As documented in the "Gangpo Sacred Site Records" by the Sixth Shamarpa in 1614,
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Karma Pakshi (1110-1193) arrived at this sacred site in 1164. He spent 20 years practicing in Gangpo Nanang and
Bonpo, where he established the first temple of the Karma Kagyu school of Tibetan Buddhism. In the mid 13th century,
Pagmodrapa (1235-1280) encountered the abbot of Nainang Monastery near "Ratang Monastery" In Gangpo Nannang.
The abbot presented Pagmodrupa with details of the names of both large and small monasteries and monks of Gangpo
Nanang. From that time, the Sakya sect experienced a period of prominence in Gangpo Nanang. Nowadays, only the
Lenggu Monastery remains in Gangpo Nanang, affiliated with the Gelug sect, though the exact date of its conversion in
yet to be clear. Geladandong, the mountain deity of Gangpo Nanang, is not a Tibetan Buddhist practice site. Currently,
Geladandong is often used to refer to the Gangpo Sacred Site, indicating a tendency to generalize from a specific part to
the whole.

Key words: Gangpo Nanang, Karma Kagyu, Karma Pakshi (DusumKhyenpa), Lenggu Monastery, Geladandong
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