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Famous Han Monks in the History of Sino-Tibetan Buddhist Cultural Exchange

Tsekhar Gyal
(Researcher at the Institute of Ethnicity and Religion, Qinghai Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: Sino-Tibetan Buddhist cultural exchange has a long history and Han Buddhism was once one of the
main sources of Tibetan Buddhism. During the Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties, Tibetan Buddhism was widely spread in
the Central China and respected and supported by the rulers. In the Republic of China period, prominent Han Buddhist
monks advocated sending individuals to Tibet to study esoteric teachings as part of a movement to revive Buddhism.
This initiative, known as "seeking teachings in Tibet," significantly fostered cultural exchanges between Han and Tibetan
Buddhism, playing an active role in bridging Han-Tibetan cultures and eliminating ethnic barriers. Some monks gave
significant impacts on the peaceful liberation and prosperous development of Tibet. This paper states the important
contributions that notable monks such as Mohoyana, Monk Man, Gewen, Zhao Xian, Grand Master Taixu, Venerable
Fazun ad Master Nenghai made on the cultural exchange between Han and Tibetan Buddhism.

Key words: Sino-Tibetan Buddhism, exchange, Han monks
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