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A Preliminary Exploration of Newly Discovered Wenjia (bon rgy) Rock

Paintings in Qinghai Province

Laka Namlha Tsering
(Ph.D candidate of the 2021 class, the School of Chinese Language and Literature at Northwest Minzu University)

Abstract: In December 2022, a new rock painting relic was discovered in Guinan County, Qinghai. The relic
consists of 30 paintings depicting various subjects such as wild animals like deer and yellow sheep, domestic animals
like yaks, pagodas, palaces, and Buddhist characters. Using archaeological research method, the inscriptions found in the
ares are transcribed, interpreted and dated in this article. Various academic sources, including research on rock paintings
like those found in Ali Ritu, Yushu and Dunhuang Tibetan documents, were utilized to analyze these remains. These
findings suggest that the paintings belong to prehistoric and Tubo periods, with later additions. They have been created
using “knocking and chiseling”and “grinding and engraving” methods.Their features align with those found in Ngari
and Qamdo areas in terms of artistic style.This offers valuable insights for studying the cultural connections between the
central, western and eastern part of Tibet.

Key words: BongyaBumlung village; rock paintings; archacology
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